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Cal Poly To Hold First Entrepreneurial Leadership Awards May 9 
SAN LUIS OBISPO - The business pioneers behind F. McLintocks, Novo,
 
Oddworld, Promega Biosciencies, The Parable Group, XK's Unlimited,
 
Midland Pacific, Lindamood-Bell and Straight Down are among the
 
entrepreneurs up for the first annual Cal Poly Entrepreneurial
 
Leadership Awards May 9.
 
The competition is a project of Cal Poly's Orfalea College of Business,
 
which will hold the first awards ceremony from 5 to 7 p.m. May 9 at The
 
Fairways at Dairy Creek.
 
The event will begin with an hors d'oeuvres reception from 5 to 6 p.m.,
 
followed by a keynote address from Tim Draper, founder and CEO of the
 
investment firm Draper, Fisher, Jurvetson. Following the address, the
 
university will present awards in 10 business categories from among 37
 
nominees.
 
"The intent of the awards is to celebrate the accomplishments in
 
entrepreneurial leadership and community service by Cal Poly alumni and
 
San Luis Obispo County residents," explained Business Professor William
 
Pendergast. The competition benefits students as well by involving them
 
in the award nomination and selection process. "Through these awards,
 
we're also looking to give our students entrepreneurial role models and
 
generate research on entrepreneurs and the entrepreneurial process,"
 
Pendergast said.
 
Cal Poly students from the Orfalea College of Business and the College
 
of Engineering conducted research, surveys and interviews with
 
nominees, presenting it to a panel of judges made up of Cal Poly and
 
community leaders. The judges chose the awardees based on qualities of
 
innovation, growth and community involvement, Pendergast said.
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Event sponsors include Alex Madonna; Associated Students Inc.; the 
accounting firm of Barbich, Longcrier, Hooper & King; the Cal Poly 
Entrepreneurship Club; Draper, Fisher, Jurvetson; the Orfalea College 
of Business; the law firm of Sinsheimer, Schiebelhut & Baggett; and 
Staples. 
The public is invited. Reservations are $12 per person ($5 for students 
and children), and may be made electronically at: www.criterion.net/ela. 
Full information on the nominees and the awards can be found on the Cal 
Poly Web site at www.criterion.net/ela. For more information, visit the 
Web site or contact Pendergast at (805) 756-2730 or 
wpenderg@calpoly.edu. 
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